
Christmas Reading Activity 

Rovaniemi: Official Home of Santa Claus

A visit to Rovaniemi could be the trip of a lifetime. This city in the Arctic Circle is the official 
hometown of Santa Claus, and an incredible place to experience the magic of life in Finland during 
the winter months.

Every year over 300,000 people come from all over the 
world to visit Rovaniemi’s most famous resident, and his 
dedicated team of elves and reindeer! 

You can visit the elves in their underground workshops, and 
if you are the creative type you can bake, or make 
decorations to take home. Don’t miss Santa’s famous post 
office: it receives over half a million letters every year - and 
since 1985 over 17 million children have written to Santa, 
so it’s a very busy place!

If you are a fan of the great outdoors why not explore the 
snowy forests with a snowmobile tour? Or take a “Santa 
Safari” to see reindeer and huskies at work? There are so 
many things to see and do, you’ll create magical memories 
for your family to treasure forever.

Get Ready for Rovaniemi!

Rovaniemi is a real winter wonderland, with snow on the ground for 
around 175 days per year! So you’ll need to prepare appropriate 
clothing for your trip. You don’t need expensive clothing - but it’s 
important to bring layers to protect from the cold.

You will need:

• warm underwear, including leggings or long johns to wear under trousers
• a warm, waterproof jacket
• a cosy hat and gloves
• waterproof boots
• an oil based moisturiser

Jeans or cords aren’t very practical for Rovaniemi because if they get covered in snow they take a 
long time to dry.

In arctic temperatures skin becomes very dry and easily damaged. Everyone should wear an oil-
based moisturiser (water based moisturisers will freeze) to keep skin supple and protected. 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Rovaniemi: A Magical Destination all year round

Although the Finnish city of Rovaniemi is most famous for Santa Claus, it’s a spectacular year 
round destination thanks to other natural phenomena and the local culture.

The Northern Lights

The Northern Lights are pink, green and violet lights seen in the dark skies of countries in, or near 
the arctic circle. In Rovaniemi you can see the Northern Lights from the end of August until the 
start of April, although it’s a good idea to travel outside the city to avoid light pollution from streets 
and cars.

The Midnight Sun

During the summer, there is no darkness in Rovaniemi. You can experience golden sunlight right 
through the night -  and make the most of swimming, horse riding or hiking in these magical 
conditions.

The Sauna

Going for a sauna is an essential part of Finnish life. Most saunas are simple wooden structures, 
like cabins, with an oven of hot coals heating the room. The Finns say it’s great for the circulation 
and skin, especially if you combine it with a day swimming in the lakes. You can enjoy a sauna at 
any time of the year!

The Food

The traditional food in Rovaniemi is based on local meats such as reindeer and duck, and fish from 
nearby lakes and rivers. The locals use these products, as well as berries and root vegetables 
(potatoes, carrots and turnips) to create delicious healthy meals. Exactly what’s needed after a day 
in the cold!

True or False:

1. Rovaniemi is in Finland.
2. More than 500,000 children write to Santa every year.
3. You can cook with the elves.
4. You should buy expensive clothing to protect yourself from the cold.
5. You should wear moisturiser to protect your skin from the sun.
6. You can see the Northern Lights in any cold country.
7. During June and July the sun never goes down in Rovaniemi.
8. The Finns say that saunas have health benefits.

Gap Fill:

1. There are some ___________ activities that you can do: such as baking or making
Christmas decorations.

2. If you prefer the ___________, you could visit the reindeer and huskies - or discover the
beautiful wintery forests.

3. You should bring ____________, as you can always put on or take off clothing. You don’t
want to feel too cold or too hot during this incredible trip!

4. Your jacket and boots should be _____________.
5. In the city, you might not be able to see the Northern lights because of ______________.
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