
www.triproenglish.com

Tri Pro 
English

Short Reading Exercises for Class (Fireworks)

Exercise 1.

A
The Gunpowder plot is the name given to the plan, in 1605, to destroy the Houses of Parliament 
in the United Kingdom. The ambitious plan was to kill the King and his government, with the fi-
nal aim of making the United Kingdom a safe place for catholics to live.

B
The men who planned the attack were rich Englishmen, who were also catholic. They had spent 
many years thinking about the best way to destroy the king, and when they decided on using 
explosives they recruited Guy Fawkes. Guy or Guido Fawkes was an explosives expert who 
had been working with Spanish armies in Europe. 

C
When Guy Fawkes was found on the 5th of November with 36 barrels of explosive gunpowder, 
the King and his parliament were saved. To celebrate, the King decided that there should be a 
grand party every year on this day, and so, the tradition of “Guy Fawkes Day” was born!

D
Most residents of the UK now go to large, professional firework displays rather than having their 
own fireworks or bonfires in their back gardens. This is possibly due to an increased awareness 
of safety - but big budgets mean that many of these public displays are very impressive!

Choose the best title for each paragraph (you do not need one title)

1. Guy Fawkes
2. The Men Who Wanted to Kill the King
3. The Gunpowder Plot
4. A Discovery which Saved the King
5. Modern Celebrations

True of False:

1. The King of England was a catholic.
2. Guy Fawkes created the plan to destroy the Houses of Parliament.
3. The plan to destroy parliament was a failure.
4. Guy Fawkes was born on the 5th of November.
5. The number one reason that people in the UK now go to organised firework displays because

they are safer than private displays.

Fill the gaps with one to three words, taken from this paragraph:

1. In 1605, the United Kingdom was not …………….. for catholics.
2. Rich ……………. Englishmen wanted to kill the king.
3. Celebrating Guy Fawkes day on the 5th of November is a British ……………….
4. Organisers of professional fireworks displays often have …………….. to spend on the event.

http://www.trinitypro.org

