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Tri Pro English      EASY: Pets

Text A:

For the first time in many years, the number of people owning pets in the UK is decreasing. The 
British seem to love animals as much as ever - so what could be behind this trend?

It’s clear that the recent economic crisis has made most people think twice about their spending. 
Looking after a cat or dog can be expensive: with food, toys and veterinary bills to consider. 
However, even in previous times of economic hardship, the Brits had continued to buy and own 
pets.

It seems that very high house prices might be to blame. Young people can’t afford mortgages  
and are continuing to live in rented property for longer. If you want to rent a house or flat in the 
UK, you usually have to obey certain rules. Normally you mustn’t smoke indoors, and often, you 
can’t keep pets.
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Text B: Pet Ownership in the UK

Text C: 

Want to get in shape? Get a dog! Research out today has found that dog owners are among 
the fittest people in the UK. It’s no surprise given that most dogs to walk or play for at least an 
hour a day. It’s hard to ignore a barking dog! It’s a great reason to get up and get active!

Other pet owners also had lower blood pressure and reported lower levels of stress than the 
general population. Perhaps surprisingly, the owners of snakes and lizards were the most 
relaxed of everyone surveyed.
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Write text A,B or C. You can use each letter more than once.
Which text:

1. Talks about the advantages of owning a pet?  Text C
2. Makes a recommendation. Text C
3. Compares the numbers of cat owners with dog owners? Text B
4. Talks about a trend in owning pets? Text A
5. Talks about an unexpected finding? Text C

True or false

6. British people usually stop buying or owning pets when the economy is bad.  False
7. Dogs are one of the most popular pets in the UK.  True (one of)
8. Mortgages are too expensive for young people. True
9. Reptile owners are more relaxed than owners of other animals. True
10.The majority of dogs need less than an hour of exercise every day. False

Fill in the gaps with 1,2 or 3 words taken directly from the text.

1. One reason for fewer people owning pets could be ……………………… prices.
2. Many young people live in  ………………., rather than buying their own house.
3. Renters must ……………………. to stay in the rented flat or house.
4. The third most popular pet in the UK is the ……………
5. It might be easier to …………. and get out of the house in the morning if you have to 

take your dog for a walk.

1. very high house/ high house/ house
2. rented property
3. obey certain rules
4. fish  (note fish is the same in plural as in singular)
5. get up

For discussion in class:

“Renters” - people who pay rent
We can add “er” to the verb to talk about a person who does that verb.
Can you think of any examples?
This can be useful for breaking down words to understand them in readings.

In what other situations do we add “er” to a word?
Add “er” to adjectives and adverbs to make comparisons. 
Can you identify any examples in the texts?

What does “too expensive” mean? (too+adjective/adverb)
What does the word “too” mean at the end of a sentence?
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